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Alumni Show Why
Leadership Matters

On October 18-22, 2011, a group of
State Alumni joined the Brighter Thailand
leadership team to organize the Global
Youth Leadership Camp in Chiang Khan,
Loei. More than 30 students from local
schools participated in this five-day event
filled with leadership and team building
activities, including knowledge sharing,
group projects, games, singing and danc-
ing activities, and quizzes. This project
gave these disadvantaged students an
opportunity to open their minds and
learn about core values of good leader-
ship such as responsibility and persever-
ance.

U.S. Ambassador Meets
State Alumni in Trip to Hat
Yai

On November 21, U.S. Ambassador to
Thailand Kristie Kenney made a one-day
visit to Hat Yai, marking the first Ambas-
sadorial trip to Thailand’s deep south in
many years. Among many activities, the
Ambassador hosted a lunch reception for
regional Mission contacts which included
Fulbright, YES, SEAYLP and IVLP alumni.
The event was capped off with a gradua-
tion ceremony for 15 excited Access Mi-
croscholarship English language students,
who had driven 3 hours from Yala to re-
ceive their certificates from the Ambassa-
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Alumni Share First-Hand
Experience with Muslim
Youth

On December 3, 2011, five Youth Ex-
change and Study program (YES) alumni
shared their experiences with 40 student
finalists attending the AFS-YES Selection
Camp 2011 in Nonthaburi. This group of
students, who are competing for 15
spots to study in U.S. high schools next
year, were welcomed by alumni and
given useful information about the Unites
States. YES alumni showcased various
aspects of life in America, including host
families, schools, friends, activities and
the value of community service. Alumni
also led some of the ice- breaking activi-
ties and served as judges on the selec-
tion committees.

Alumni Lend a Hand to
Help Thailand Flood
Victims

On December 7, 2011, a group of Access
Microscholarship Program Alumni teamed
up to help pack food, water and relief
supplies for flood victims at the Thai Red
Cross Society in Bangkok. These supplies
will be distributed daily to those still in
need in Bangkok and surrounding
provinces. Embassy Bangkok is im-
mensely proud of our State Alumni who
continually band together to make a dif-
ference in Thailand.

YES Alumni Attend their
Annual Conference

On December 17, 2011, nineteen Youth
Exchange and Study Thailand Alumni
(YESTA) attended a YES alumni confer-
ence in Nonthaburi. Besides sharing
their experiences in the U.S. with one
another, this fifth class of YES alumni
each gave presentations about commu-
nity service projects they have partici-
pated in since their return from the U.S.
early this year. Alumni presented a vari-
ety of activities that they have done,
including fundraising and volunteering
for Thailand flood victims, setting up
English camps, sharing their experiences
with other students and organizing envi-
ronmental projects in their communities.
On the next day, this group of alumni
also got together to donate blood at the
Thai Red Cross Society.
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Svetlana Semenovykh
October 2011

Svetlana Semenovykh of Russia
participated in an International Visi-
tor Leadership Program (IVLP) on
English language curriculum devel-
opment in 2007. She is a passion-
ate educator, who, as a result of
her exchange program, incorpo-
rates American studies and culture
into English language curricu-
lum. Hailing from Birobidzhan, the
capital city of the Jewish Autono-
mous Oblast in the Russian Far
East, Semenovykh takes every op-
portunity to share her knowledge
and skills with other teachers and
utilizes her exchange experience to
enhance English language educa-
tion and leadership development for
students across the region.

In Semenovykh’s own words, “the
participation in the exchange Inter-
national Visitor Leadership Program
has expanded my knowledge of the
U.S. culture, education and politics
thus allowing me to promote under-
standing between our nations
through various educational pro-
grams and projects for teachers
and schoolchildren.”

Read More

Dr. Ayubjon Yusupov
November 2011

Dr. Ayubjon Yusupov, from Tajiki-
stan, was selected as the U.S. De-
partment of State’s Alumni Member
of the Month for November 2011 in
recognition of his efforts in support
of Tajikistani youth mentoring and
scholarship programs. Dr. Yusupov
participated in the Bureau of Educa-
tional and Cultural Affairs’ Regional
Scholars Exchange Program with
Pittsburg State University in 2002.

While in the U.S. he worked with
university partners to develop an
innovative economics curriculum for
Tajik State University of Commerce
(TSUC) where he has since become
the vice-director of the Institute of
Economy and Trade. As a result of
his exchange experience students
at his university now complete a
series of dynamic economics
courses in the English language,
providing them with the tools to
engage cooperatively with the
United States and other countries
over the course of their lives.

Read More

Nathan Collett
December 2011

Nathan Collett was selected as the
U.S. Department of State’s Alumni
Member of the month for December
2011 in recognition of his commit-
ment to urban Kenyan youth. In
2006, he was awarded a Bureau of
Educational and Cultural Af-
fairs" (ECA) Fulbright U.S. Student
Grant to research African storytel-
ling in Nairobi, Kenya. As a result
of his exchange experience, he es-
tablished a film school in Kenya,
started a foundation in conjunction
with his existing film studio, and
tapped into new media to help peo-
ple understand the world of urban
African communities through story-
telling.

According to Nathan, “having the
opportunity to be a Fulbright fellow
inspired a life-long commitment to
telling stories from other cultures
and [effecting] social transforma-
tion through the power of film and
media.”

Read More
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MEET THE ALUMNI

How remarkable it was to be a part of
SUSI. SUSI is the Study of The United
Institute for Leadership Students on
Global Environmental Issues. This pro-
gram does not provide the students
only the tuition, facility and knowledge;
but also the memorable experiences
that are not easily found in routine life.
To me, being a SUSI 2011 participant is
my great honor. I had the opportunity
to share my experience with other
Southeast Asian students in this SUSI
family. We had a chance to visit many
important places in the USA. We did
many challenging yet warm and won-
derful activities, which include environ-
mental campaigns, panel discussion
with the government and native people.

In Hawai'i, the first place that SUSI
family visited, we stayed at Oahu Is-
land. This was the place where I gained
new knowledge related to Hawai'i's
natural resources; and was encouraged
to learn new aspects of life through
many beneficial activities, such as ob-
serving windmills farm producing elec-
tricity, making a solution gallery on Ha-
wai'i environmental issues. Moreover,
we also able to demonstrate our abili-
ties in trying to achieve and maintain
unity in group and leadership through
team canoeing, rope course activity and
snorkeling. We were implanted with the
environmental awareness in order to be
green citizens. We did not use any plas-
tic bags and supportively used individual
bottles of water everywhere we went
to. Hawaii has changed my attitudes
toward the environment since we
picked up the environmental issues by
showing the ideas through solution gal-
lery. Fortunately, I met Ms. Maya
Soetoro-Ng, Barack Obama’s sister. She
was a chairman in Eco-schools confer-
ence that we attended and I could see
how intelligent she was. In addition, I
think Hawai’i should be the best place
for multi-ethnicity as the land of all
races of people living together peace-
fully, which I really felt during my stay
in Hawai'i. In the mainland, San Fran-
cisco was the next place where we

spent four days. I was
really impressed with
the urbanization. The
city was well-built. The
scenery around the city
was beautiful and
clean, with no visible
garbage. It was the
place where the effect
of environmental
movement was obvi
ous. There was a suc

cessful project con
cerning waste manage-
ment called “Zero

Waste”, organized by §
“Zierra Club” and re-
quiring citizen volun-
tary. Moreover, the
transportation in San e
Francisco was well- Bt
organized. There were cable buses and
cable trains all around the city, which
cause less traffic jam. After that we
moved on to the heart of central part
of the mainland, Boulder in Colorado.
We stayed at the University of Colo-
rado at Boulder. It was the mountain-
ous state enriched with the beauty of
nature: mountain, forest, creek and
even snow. We did very exciting rock
climbing and rafting in Arkansas River,
meanwhile we studied natural physical
geography as well. In Boulder, people
were very nice; all of them had envi-
ronmental awareness. The most im-
pressive part here for me was that this
city “goes green”. Bicycles were seri-
ously encouraged to use around the
city. There were bicycle stations run by
automatic system. We could take the
bicycles by paying credit-cards, bring-
ing them from the station and return-
ing them to another station easily. I
noticed that there were a few cars in
this city. In Boulder, organic products
without chemical were supported for
consumption. The big well-known or-
ganic supermarket here was “Alfafa’s”,
where the entrepreneur directly buys
raw materials from the farmers. This
place exactly was my favorite one.

Lastly, we headed to Washington D.C.
In this capital city, we visited many
official places; for example, “Senate
office of Republican” and “Office of
States Representative”. Both are
places we intensively shared our ex-

periences. We also discussed about the
problems and resolutions. We found
that people there were generous and
open-minded to listen to our thoughts
about pros and cons in our point of
views. In summary, this program has
provided me with the most memorable
experience in life. Thanks to SUSI, I
was able to see the other side of our
world. My vision and views upon the
world and its environment have been
broadened. Now, I am putting my effort
in developing myself to be an environ-
mental leader. The key idea which I got
from SUSI was that I think my country
actually has the natural resources, raw
materials and productive area for agri-
culture like other places. We only need
to organize those resources wisely and
sustainably.

SUPISAN FUKFON

SUSI Alumnus 2011

Student, Faculty of Education
Chulalongkorn University
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From October 8-10, 2011, Mr. Yutthakrit Chal-
ermthai, Thailand YES Alumni President, had an
opportunity to participate in the “Ambassadors
for Development”, East Asia and Pacific Regional
Alumni Association Enrichment Conference in
Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia. Each day the conference
had its own theme, including Alumni Association
Development and Best Practices, Youth Alumni
Engagement and Regional Networking, and Re-
gional Collaboration on Global Issues. The event
was a great opportunity for him to meet other
outstanding State Alumni from different coun-
tries in the region and to benefit from participat-
ing in several interesting sessions. At this con-
ference, Mr. Yutthakrit was assigned to give a
presentation on the topic “YESTA Club (Youth
Exchange and

Study  Thailand P-_
Alumni).” He ex- i |
plained how to
engage youth
alumni and also
gave some tips on
how alumni can
get involved in the
development  of
their own organi-
zation. Another

FAP Regional Alumnd Association
Enrichasent Conference

AMBASSADORS
FOR DEVELOPMEN'

assignment that he was given was to set up a working group to
manage different challenging topics such as Global Health and
Education, Democracy and Human Rights and Youth Alumni
Leadership and Engagement. After his presentation, his group,
“"AGAIN"

(Alumni en-
GAgement In
Nations), won
$2000 award
from the U.S.
Embassy in
Ulaanbaatar to
do their pro-

posed projects in
nine countries.

AMBASSADORS
FOR DEVELOPMENT
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A Comfy Place to
Work and Play

Good news! The newly remodeled
Information Resource Center (IRC), a
specialized reference and research facility
that aims to provide the Thai public with
free, comprehensive, and authoritative
information on the United States, is now
open for your use!

Staffed by information professionals and
reference specialists, the IRC is equipped
with modern information technologies,
including high-speed WIiFi, iPads, and
Kindle e-book readers. We have a
great collection of English-language refer-
ence and general books, audiobooks,
and e-books, plus almost 100 maga-
zines on all subjects. Easy access to
unique commercial databases provides
full texts of thousands of publications on
contemporary issues and American society.
In addition, a wide screen TV with access
to selected English-language news
channels including CNN and VOA, is read-
ily available in the reading room for pleas-
ure viewing. Also available for your view-
ing pleasure are more than 100 movies,
television series and documentaries.
If you just want to have fun, we have sev-
eral popular board games for you to kil
time and boost your physical and intellec-
tual skills. If you're a regular, you may
even get a complimentary cup of hot cof-
feel

The IRC also offers trainings on infor-

mation literacy, particularly online infor-
mation search techniques and informa-
tion evaluation and ethics. We also host
occasional movie shows followed by dis-
cussions with American staff.

Oh, did we mention that our services and
products are virtually free?

Conveniently located on the 9th floor of
the GPF Building on Witthayu Road,
within walking distance of BTS Ploenchit
Station, the IRC is an ideal place for
research as well as educational and cul-
tural programs. The reading room, with
20-person capability, has study tables as
well as lounge chairs and bean bags for
leisure reading and movie viewing. An
adjacent program room easily accommo-
dates 150 persons. Limited free parking
is available.

The IRC is open weekdays from 8 am — 5
pm, except Embassy holidays.

It would be a pleasure to welcome you
and your friends! Simply walk in or call
Ployping Siripakdee at 02-205-4113,

email irc@state.gov.

See you soon!

INFORMATION
RESOURCE
CENTER

93/1 GPF Witthayu Tower A, 9th Floor
Wireless Road, Lumpini 10330

Email: irc@state.gov
Website:

http://bangkok.usembassy.gov
Phone: 02-205-4113 Fax: 02-650-
8918

Hour:
Mondays-Fridays: 8:00-17:00 hrs
except U.S. Embassy holidays

EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEENEEETRN
UPDATE YOUR CONTACT INFORMATION

For State Alumni who have new contact information, :
please fill out details on the following link.

http://bangkok.usembassy.gov/alumni_signup.html

Other options to communicate with us:

Phone: 02-205-4849
Mobile: 081-813-0704
Fax: 02-650-8921

E-mail: Adisorn@state.gov

http://bangkok.usembassy.gov/alumni.html

Mr. Adisorn Laopiroon

Thailand State Alumni Coordinator
Media and Cultural Section
American Embassy

10th Floor, GPF Witthayu Tower A
93/1 Wireless Road, Bangkok 10330

Find us on

Facebook
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